





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via IHI  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Quality & Safety]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via IHI  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 18, Issue 2 
	Equity concerns in market-based control schemes for patient safety


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Commentary


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Equity concerns in market-based control schemes for patient safety
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Marshall H Chin1,2,3, 
	Abigail E Wilkes1,2,3

	1
Section of General Internal Medicine, Department of Medicine, The University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois, USA
 
	2
Diabetes Research and Training Center, The University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois, USA
 
	3
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Finding Answers: Disparities Research for Change National Program Office, The University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois, USA
 

	Dr Marshall H Chin, The University of Chicago, Section of General Internal Medicine, 5841 South Maryland Avenue, MC 2007, Chicago, IL 60637, USA; mchin{at}medicine.bsd.uchicago.edu




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/qshc.2008.030361

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Coiera and Braithwaite suggest market-based controls for improving patient safety in their thought-provoking exploratory essay,1 but potentially adverse effects on equity of care for vulnerable populations must be addressed (see page 99). The authors identify the key components of market-based controls as decentralisation and “individual agents making local decisions about allocation.” The invisible hand of Adam Smith represents the view that the free market maximises overall effectiveness and efficiency.2 The market will have winners and losers, but overall utility is maximised. However, the classic critique of market-based approaches is that they ignore externalities, that is, costs or benefits that affect third parties who cannot directly impact the business transaction. For example, equity of care for vulnerable populations may suffer. While Coiera and Braithwaite argue that market-based controls are a specific mechanism rather than an ideological philosophy, free-market principles are cornerstones of the plans.
We highlight and discuss the critical equity issues in the market-based control schemes proposed by Coiera and Braithwaite. While we are unaware of any prior studies on market-based controls in patient safety, an extensive literature from the global warming, emissions trading and carbon tax fields informs us about concerns to address and pitfalls to avoid. We summarise the main equity concerns of economic and regulatory experts,3 and scholars from the “development critique” school of thought that criticises modern colonialism.4 We discuss the applicability to patient safety of these critiques of emissions trading approaches. We then conclude with several principles on how equity should be addressed in market-based control schemes to improve patient safety.



  




New strategies to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions have adopted the structure of market-based control in place of command-and-control regulations or taxation of emissions.34 For example, a framework proposed in the Kyoto … 
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