





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via IHI  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Quality & Safety]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via IHI  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 28, Issue 7 
	Quality & safety in the literature: July 2019


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Quality & safety in the literature


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Quality & safety in the literature: July 2019
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Jennifer Meddings1,2,3, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3923-0711Nathan Houchens2, 
	Ashwin Gupta2

	
1
Department of Internal Medicine, University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA


	
2
Medicine Service, Veterans Affairs Ann Arbor Healthcare System, Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA


	
3
Department of Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases, University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA



	Correspondence to
 Dr Jennifer Meddings, 2800 Plymouth Road, NCRC Building 16, Room 427W, University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, MI 48109, USA; meddings{at}med.umich.edu





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjqs-2019-009737

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	accreditation
	attitudes
	checklists

Introduction
The term ‘value-based purchasing’ describes programmes implemented by healthcare payers that require a modification of payment for medical care services based on the quality and safety of the care delivered. The overall goal of these programmes is to motivate improved outcomes for patients while also reducing healthcare spending. There has been a recent rapid introduction of value-based purchasing programmes in the USA1 and the UK2–4 in response to growing healthcare costs, increasing recognition of healthcare-associated complication frequency and morbidity and variation in quality and cost of healthcare delivery.5 6 Earlier versions of these programmes involved voluntary participation of facilities competing for additional incentive payments (the proverbial ‘carrot’). More recent versions have evolved to include mandatory participation, requiring data collection and public reporting of various metrics, with the motivating incentive being to avoid the ‘stick’ of substantial reductions in payment and public reputation shaming for poor quality of care.
Value-based purchasing programmes are now common across all healthcare settings, from acute care in hospitals to post-acute care in facilities and at home. These programmes impact all ages of patients, and performance can be assessed and penalised at the level of the facility and/or individual physicians. Programmes have grown in scale through mandatory participation and increasing size of potential financial penalty, and several programmes impact Medicare beneficiaries in the USA.1 With this growth, they now function as large-scale interventions with potential for both positive and negative impacts for patients and healthcare providers. Unlike most other interventions reported in peer-reviewed journals, these value-based purchasing interventions are more commonly developed and implemented without undergoing the same types of institutional review board oversight, piloting and adverse event tracking that other clinical interventions would undergo before large-scale implementation. Instead, they are developed with input from legislature and its consultants as well as … 
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