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As members of the Proximal Fracture of the Humerus: Evaluation by Randomisation (ProFHER) trial management team, we were keen to read the paper by Reeves et al.1 However, we have the following reservations in relation to the accuracy of the data that call into question the findings and conclusion of the report in relation to our trial:
1. Substantial underestimate of baseline numbers: the authors state that ‘in the years 2011–17 there were 13 628 admissions with patients aged 16+ years with a fracture of the upper humerus’. This is a substantial underestimate. Inspection of the diagnosis table (primary diagnosis S42.2) for 2016–17 (accessed via: https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/hospital-admitted-patient-care-activity/2016-17) shows there were 18 172 episodes and 12 823 admissions for this 1-year period. As expected, given that these fractures occur mainly in older adults, the majority of these applied to adults (312 episodes occurred in children aged <16 years). Although still a major underestimate, inexplicably the number of procedures on which the authors’ analyses are based is 22 163 as detailed in table … 
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