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To the Editor
The Centres for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced the Hospital Acquired Conditions Reduction Program (HACRP) in 2013, which penalises the 25% of hospitals in USA with the highest rates of hospital-acquired conditions (HACs). CMS uses two domains to measure the incidence of conditions for this programme—the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality’s Patient Safety Indicators (PSI-90) (Domain 1) and the National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) hospital-associated infection measures (Domain 2). Domain 2 constitutes 85% of the total score used to levy financial penalties against hospitals. The PSI-90 composite is derived from Medicare claims; the NHSN measures are derived from an electronic registry managed by the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention. While many agree that reducing harm from hospitalisations is an important national priority, there are concerns that the PSI-90 composite is not valid,1 2 the NHSN measures may undercount events among hospitals looking to avoid financial penalties,3 and neither have robust auditing mechanisms to ensure data accuracy.4


Methods
We used data from the Michigan Surgical Quality Collaborative (MSQC),5 a prospective clinical registry, to replicate the HACRP measures according to publicly available specifications from CMS.6 Data for this registry are collected by trained nurse abstractors and audited regularly to ensure accuracy. We constructed our MSQC clinical registry cohort using the same HACRP measurement periods for Domain 1 (July 1, 2014 to September 30, 2015) and Domain 2 (January 1, 2015 to December 31, 2016). These are the measures and time periods referenced by … 
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