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- It is becoming increasingly obvious that there are not enowgh resources in the
T — health service to do everything that is possible for all patients. Most doctors

accept that some kind of priority setting or rationing of health care is
e Ao . inevitable. But the burning issves are: how should the available resources be
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distributed? — Is it, for example, more important to finance hip replacements
or screening for breast cancer? Who should make these painful decisions?

How can public views be accommodated?
) e T Rationing in Action, grown out of a conference organised by the BAL/, BMA,
CHILDHOOD IMMUNISATION 1 and King’s Fund, discusses the inevitability of rationing; the challenges; what
it means to patients, doctors, and managers; and possible solutions. Written
ARE OFFERED BY G2 r by doctors, managers, politicians, economists, and philosophers, this is on
important book for anyone involved in decision making in medicine.
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