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    Abstract
Background and aim Recognising the global push for patient safety in healthcare, students in medicine and nursing participated in a project to compare surgical safety practices in the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority (WRHA) with the WHO surgical safety checklist.

Methodology Students volunteered to participate and were oriented to operating room (OR) protocol and the WHO surgical safety checklist. Over a 1-month period, 130 students visited 65 ORs across the WRHA in interprofessional pairs, and documented the surgical safety measures employed. Feedback was solicited from OR staff. Qualitative observations were obtained during two student focus groups. Regional policy documents pertaining to OR safety were reviewed.

Results The WRHA does not employ a surgical checklist, although policy mandates several practices included in the WHO document, with a student-observed adherence rate of 75–86%. Remaining checklist items are mandated by the Canadian Anaesthesia Society and Canadian Medical Protective Association. Students observed five errors in patient care with potential for injury. No adverse events resulting in patient harm occurred.

Conclusions and discussion Surgical safety practices in ORs across the WRHA are consistent with the guidelines established by the WHO in 2007, but most are not monitored or enforced. The use of a checklist in the preoperative briefing period may improve adherence to these guidelines and facilitate surgical team interaction, resulting in standardisation of practice and improvements in team communication. Student interprofessional team observers are an effective tool for monitoring safety and teamwork.
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